
“I leave you peace; I give you my peace.”1 What is this peace that God
gives?

It is first of all an inner peace, a peace of the heart. This peace enables
us to look at the world with hope, even though it is often torn apart by
 violence and con flicts.

This peace from God also sup ports us so that we can con trib ute, quite
hum bly, to build ing peace in those places where it is jeop ar dized.

World peace is so urgent in order to alle vi ate suf fer ing, and in par tic u lar 
so that the chil dren of today and tomor row do not live in dis tress and
 insecurity.

In his Gospel, in a dazzling intu ition, Saint John expresses who God is
in three words: “God is love.”2 If we can grasp only those three words, we
shall go far, very far.

What cap ti vates us in those words? The fact that they trans mit this
lumi nous con vic tion: God did not send Christ to earth to con demn
 anyone, but for every human being to know that he or she is loved and to
be able to find a road to com mu nion with God.
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The after noon of the day he died, August 16th, Brother Roger
called one of the broth ers and said to him, “Note down these words
care fully!” There was a long silence while he attempted to formu late
his think ing. Then he began, “To the extent that our commu nity
creates possi bil i ties in the human family to widen…” And he stopped
there, too exhausted to finish his phrase.

These words reflect the passion that inspi red him, even in his old age.
What did he mean by “widen”? He proba bly wanted to say: do every -
thing possible to make more percep tible for everyone the love God
has for every human being without excep tion, and for all peoples. He
wanted our little commu nity to bring this mystery to light, through
its life, in a humble commit ment with others. So we brothers wish to
take up this chal lenge, toge ther with all those who are sear ching for
peace across the earth.

In the weeks before his death, he had begun to reflect on the letter
that would be made public during the Milan meet ing. He had noted
some themes and some texts of his that he wished to take up again
and work on. We have taken them just as they were in order to
compile this “Unfin ished Letter”, trans lated into 57 languages. It is
a kind of final message from Brother Roger, which will help us to
go forward along the road on which God “widens our steps”
(Psalm 18:36).

Reflect ing on this unfin ished letter in the meet ings held in 2006
both in Taizé, week by week, and else where on differ ent conti nents,
each person can try to find ways of complet ing it by the life he or she
lives.

Brother Alois



But why are some peo ple gripped by the won der of a love and know
that they are loved, or even cher ished? Why do oth ers have the impres sion
that they are neglected?

If only every one could real ize that God remains along side us even in the 
fath om less depths of our lone li ness. God says to each per son, “You are
 precious in my sight, I trea sure you and I love you.”3 Yes, all God can do is
give his love; that sums up the whole of the Gos pel.

What God asks of us and offers us is sim ply to receive his infi nite
mercy.

That God loves us is a real ity some times hard to com pre hend. But
when we dis cover that his love is for give ness above all else, our hearts find
peace and are even trans formed.

And then, in God, we become able to for get what assails our hearts: this 
is a well spring from which we can draw fresh ness and new vital ity.

Are we suffi ciently aware that God trusts us so much that he has a call for
each one of us? What is that call? God invites us to love as he loves. And
there is no deeper love than to go to the point of giving oneself, for God
and for others.

Who ever lives a life rooted in God chooses to love. And a heart resolved
to love can radi ate good ness with out lim its.4

Life is filled with serene beauty for who ever strives to love with trust.
All who choose to love and to say it with their life are led to ask

 themselves one of the most com pel ling ques tions of all: how can we ease
the pain and the tor ment of oth ers, whether they are close at hand or far
away?

But what does it mean to love? Could it be to share the suf fer ing of the
most ill-treated? Yes, that’s it.

Could it mean hav ing infi nite kind-heartedness and for get ting one self
for oth ers, self lessly? Yes, cer tainly.

And again: what does it mean to love? Lov ing means for giv ing, liv ing as
peo ple who are rec on ciled.5 And rec on cil i a tion always brings a spring time
to the soul.

In the small moun tain village where I was born, near our home, a large
poverty-stricken family lived. The mother had died. One of the chil dren,
slightly youn ger than I, often came to see us. He loved my mother as if she
were his own. One day, he learned that they were going to leave the village > 3
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and, for him, leav ing was not easy at all. How can a child of five or six be
consoled? It was as if he did not have the perspec tive needed in order to
make sense of such a sepa ra tion.

Shortly before his death, Christ assured his friends that they would
receive a con so la tion: he would send them the Holy Spirit who would be a
sup port and a com fort for them, and who would always remain with
them.6

In the heart of each per son, Christ still whis pers today, “I will never
leave you all alone; I will send you the Holy Spirit. Even if you are in the
depths of despair, I remain along side you.”

Wel com ing the com fort that the Holy Spirit gives means seek ing, in
silence and peace, to sur ren der our selves to him. Then, though at times
dire events may occur, it becomes pos si ble to go beyond them.

Are we so easily upset that we need to be comforted?
There are times when all of us are shaken by a per sonal trial or by the

suf fer ing of oth ers. This can go so far as to under mine our faith and
 extinguish our hope. Redis cov er ing the trust ing of faith and peace of heart
some times involves being patient with our selves.

One kind of suf fer ing leaves a par tic u larly deep impres sion: the death
of some one we love, some one we may have needed in order to keep going
for ward here on earth. But such a trial can some times be trans fig ured, and
then it opens us up to a communion.

A Gos pel joy can be restored to some one in extreme dis tress. God
comes to shed light on the mys tery of human suf fer ing, going so far as to
wel come us into an inti macy with him self.

And then we find our selves on a path of hope. God does not leave us all
alone. He enables us to advance towards a com mu nion, that com mu nion
of love which is the Church, at one and the same time so mys te ri ous and
so indis pens able …

The Christ of com mu nion7 offers us this enor mous gift of con so la tion.
To the extent that the Church is able to bring heal ing to our hearts

by communicating for give ness and com pas sion, it makes a full ness of
 communion with Christ more acces si ble.

When the Church is intent on lov ing and under stand ing the mys tery
of every human being, when tire lessly it lis tens, com forts and heals, it
becomes what it is at its most lumi nous: the crys tal-clear reflec tion of a
com mu nion.
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Seek ing recon cil i a tion and peace involves a strug gle within oneself. It does 
not mean taking the line of least resis tance. Noth ing last ing is created when 
things are too easy. The spirit of commu nion is not gull ible. It causes the
heart to become more encom pass ing; it is profound kind ness; it does not
listen to suspi cions.

To be bear ers of com mu nion, will each of us walk for ward in our lives
on the road of trust and of a con stantly renewed kind-heartedness?

On this road there will be fail ures at times. Then we need to remem ber
that the source of peace and com mu nion is in God. Instead of becom ing
dis cour aged, we shall call down his Holy Spirit upon our weak nesses.

And, our whole life long, the Holy Spirit will enable us to set out
again and again, going from one begin ning to another towards a future of
peace.8

To the extent that our
commu nity creates possi -
bil i ties in the human family 
to widen…
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1. John 14:27.   2. 1 John 4:8.   3. Isaiah 43:4

4. At the open ing of the Coun cil of Youth in
1974, Brother Roger said, “With out love,
what is the good of living? Why live any
longer? For what purpose? That is the mean -
ing of our life: to be loved for ever, loved into
eter nity, so that in our turn we go to the point
of dying for love. Yes, happy those who die for
love.” Dying for love meant for him loving to
the very end.

5. “Living as people who are recon ciled.” In
his book A Pros pect of Happi ness? which
appeared two weeks before his death, Brother
Roger explained once again what these words
meant for him: “Can I recall here that my
mater nal grand mother discov ered intu itively a 
sort of key to the ecumen i cal voca tion, and
that she opened for me a way which I then
tried to put into prac tice? After the First
World War, her deep est desire was that no one

should ever have to go through what she had
gone through. Since Chris tians had been
waging war against each other in Europe, she
thought, let them at least be recon ciled, in
order to prevent another war. She came from
an old Protestant family but, living out an
inner recon cil i a tion, she began to go to the
Cath o lic church, with out at the same time
making any break with her own people.
Impressed by the testi mony of her life, when I
was still very young I found my own Chris tian 
iden tity in her steps by recon cil ing within
myself the faith of my origins with the
mystery of the Cath o lic faith, with out break -
ing fellow ship with anyone.”

6. John 14:18 and 16:7

7. The “Christ of commu nion.” Brother Roger 
already used this expres sion when he welcomed 
Pope John Paul II to Taizé on Octo ber 5th,
1986: “The constant long ing of my broth ers

and myself is for every young person to
discover Christ, not Christ taken in isola tion
but the ‘Christ of commu nion’ pres ent in full -
ness in that mystery of commu nion which is
his Body, the Church. There, many young
people can find ways to commit their entire
lives to the very end. There they have all they
need to become creators of trust and recon cil i a -
tion, not just among them selves but with all
the gener a tions, from the most elderly to little
chil dren. In our Taizé Commu nity, follow ing
the ‘Christ of commu nion’ is like a fire that
burns us. We would go to the ends of the earth
to look for ways, to ask, to appeal, to beg if
need be, but never from with out, always while
remain ing within that unique commu nion
which is the Church.”

8. These last four para graphs were spoken by
Brother Roger in Decem ber 2004 at the end of
the Euro pean meet ing in Lisbon. They are the
last words he said in public.
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