
“God has plans for a future of peace for you, not of misfor -
tune; God wants to give you a future and a hope.”1

Today, a great many peo ple are long ing for a future
of peace, for human ity to be freed from threats of
 violence.

If some are gripped by worry about the future and find
them selves at a stand still, there are also young peo ple all
over the world who are inven tive and cre ative.

These young peo ple do not let them selves be caught up
in a spi ral of gloom. They know that God did not cre ate us
to be pas sive. For them, life is not sub ject to a blind des -
tiny. They are aware that scep ti cism and dis cour age ment
have the power to par a lyze human beings.

And so they are search ing, with their whole soul, to pre -
pare a future of peace and not of mis for tune. More than
they real ize, they are already mak ing of their lives a light
that shines around them.

Some are bear ers of peace and trust in sit u a tions of
 crisis and con flict. They keep going even when tri als or
fail ures weigh heavily on their shoul ders.2

 A Future of Peace
                                   Letter 2005

This letter, writ ten by Brother Roger of
Taizé and trans lated into 55 differ ent
languages (includ ing 24 from Asia),
was made public during the young
adult Euro pean meet ing in Lisbon. It
will be used for reflec tion through out
the year 2005 during the weekly meet -
ings in Taizé as well as those held else -
where, in Europe or on other conti -
nents.

1. These words were writ ten six
hundred years before Christ. See Jere -
miah 29:11 and 31:17.

2. This year when ten new coun tries
have joined the Euro pean Union, many 
young Euro pe ans are aware that they
live on a conti nent which, after having
suffered from divi sions and conflicts
for many years, is now search ing for
unity and moving forward on the road
of peace. Tensions remain, of course, as
well as forms of injus tice and even
violence, which awaken doubts. The
impor tant thing is not to stop ahead of
time: the search for peace lies at the
very foun da tion of the build ing up of
Europe. But this would be of no inter -
est if its only purpose were to create a
stron ger, richer conti nent, and if
Europe succumbed to the temp ta tion
to with draw within its own borders.
Europe becomes fully itself when it is
open to other conti nents, in soli dar ity
with poor nations. Its construc tion has
mean ing when it is seen as a step
forward in the service of peace for the
entire human family. That is why, if our 
meet ing at the end of the year is called
“a Euro pean meet ing,” we prefer to
view it as a “pilgrim age of trust on
earth.”
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On some sum mer eve nings in Taizé, under a sky laden
with stars, we can hear the young peo ple through our open 
win dows. We are con stantly aston ished that there are so
many of them. They search; they pray. And we say to our -
selves: their aspi ra tions to peace and trust are like these
stars, points of lights that shine in the night.

We live at a time when many people are asking: what is
faith? Faith is a simple trust in God, an indis pens able surge 
of trust ing under taken count less times over in the course
of our life.

All of us can have doubts. They are noth ing to worry
about. Our deep est desire is to lis ten to Christ who whis -
pers in our hearts, “Do you have hes i ta tions? Don’t worry;
the Holy Spirit remains with you always.”3

Some, to their sur prise, have made this dis cov ery:
God’s love can come to ful fil ment even in a heart touched
by doubts.4

One of the first things Christ says in the Gospel is this:
“Happy the simple-hearted!”5 Yes, happy those who head
towards simplic ity, simplic ity of heart and simplic ity of life.

A sim ple heart attempts to live in the pres ent moment,
to wel come each day as God’s today.

Does not the spirit of sim plic ity shine out in serene joy,
and also in cheer ful ness?

A sim ple heart does not claim to under stand every thing 
about faith on its own. It says to itself, “Oth ers under stand
better what I have trou ble grasp ing and they help me to
con tinue on my way.”6

Sim pli fy ing our life enables us to share with the least
for tu nate, in order to alle vi ate suf fer ing where there is dis -
ease, pov erty, fam ine…7

Our personal prayer is also simple. Do we think that many
words are needed in order to pray?8 No. A few words, even

3. See John 14:16-18, 27. God exists
inde pend ently of our faith or our
doubts. When there is doubt within
us, that does not mean that God has
left us.

4. One day Dostoyevsky wrote in his
Note book: “I am a child of doubt and
unbe lief. What terri ble suffer ing it has
cost me and still costs me, this long ing
to believe, which is so much the stron -
ger in my soul as more argu ments
against it rise up within me…. My
‘hosanna’ has passed through the cruci -
ble of doubt.” And yet Dostoyevsky
could also write: “There is noth ing
more beau ti ful, more profound and
more perfect than Christ. Not only is
there noth ing, but there can be noth -
ing.” When that man of God suggests
that the non-believer coex ists in him
with the believer, his passion ate love
for Christ still remains undi min ished.

5. Matthew 5:3.

6. Even if our trust remains frag ile, we
do not rely only on our own faith but
on the trust of all those who have gone 
before us as well as those who are
around us.

7. The UN World Food Program
recently published a map of world
hunger. Despite the prog ress accom -
plished in the last few years, 840
million people suffer from hunger,
includ ing 180 million chil dren under
the age of five.

8. See Matthew 6:7-8
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inept ones, are enough to entrust every thing to God, our
fears as well as our hopes.

By sur ren der ing our selves to the Holy Spirit, we will
find the way that leads from worry to con fi dent trust.9 And 
we tell him:

“Holy Spirit, enable us
to turn to you at every moment.
So often we for get that you dwell within us,
that you pray in us, that you love in us.
Your pres ence in us is trust
and con stant for give ness.”
Yes, the Holy Spirit kin dles a glim mer of light within

us. How ever faint it may be, it awak ens in our hearts the
desire for God. And the sim ple desire for God is already
prayer.

Prayer does not make us less involved in the world. On
the con trary, noth ing is more respon si ble than to pray. The 
more we make our own a prayer which is sim ple and
 humble, the more we are led to love and to express it with
our life.

Where can we find the simplic ity indis pens able for living
out the Gospel? Some words of Christ enlighten us. One
day he said to his disci ples, “Let the little chil dren come to
me; the real i ties of God are for those who are like them.”10

Who can express ade quately what some chil dren can
com mu ni cate by their trust ing?11

And so we would like to say to God: “God, you love us:
turn us into peo ple who are hum ble; give us great  simpli -
city in our prayer, in human rela tion ships, in wel com ing
oth ers…”

Jesus, the Christ, came to earth not to condemn anyone
but to open paths of commu nion for human beings.

For two thou sand years Christ has been pres ent
through the Holy Spirit,12 and his mys te ri ous pres ence

9. This road of surren der can be
sustained by simple songs, sung over
and over again, such as this one: “My
soul finds rest and peace in God
alone.” While we work or when we
rest, these songs keep echo ing within
our hearts.

10. Matthew 19:14.

11. A nine-year-old boy who came to
pray with us for a week said to me one
day, “My father left us. I never see
him, but I still love him and at night I
pray for him.”

12. See 1 Peter 3:18; Romans 1:4;
1 Timo thy 3:16.
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is made tan gi ble in a vis i ble com mu nion13 that brings
together women, men and young peo ple who are called
to go for ward together, with out sep a rat ing from one
another.14

And yet through out their his tory Chris tians have
 experienced many upheav als: sep a ra tions have arisen
between those who none the less pro fessed faith in the
same God of love.

Re-estab lish ing com mu nion is urgent today; it can not
con tin u ally be put off until later, until the end of time.15

Will we do all we can for Chris tians to wake up to the spirit 
of com mu nion?16

There are Chris tians who, with out wait ing, are already
in com mu nion with one another in the places where they
live, quite hum bly, quite sim ply.17

Through their own life, they would like to make Christ
pres ent for many oth ers. They know that the Church does
not exist for itself but for the world, to place within it a
 ferment of peace.

“Com mu nion” is one of the most beau ti ful names of
the Church. In it, there can be no harsh words exchanged
but only trans par ency, heart felt kind ness, com pas -
sion…and the gates of holi ness swing open.

The Gospel lets us discover this surpris ing real ity: God
creates neither fear nor worry. All God can do is love us.

By the pres ence of the Holy Spirit, God comes to
 transfigure our hearts.

And in a sim ple prayer, we can sense that we are never
alone: the Holy Spirit sus tains in us a com mu nion with
God, not just for a fleet ing moment but right on into the
life which never ends.

13. That commu nion is called the
Church. In the heart of God, the
Church is one; it cannot be divided.

14. The closer we come to the Gospel, 
the closer we come to one another.
And the sepa ra tions that tear us apart
draw to an end.

15. Christ calls us to be recon ciled
with out delay. We cannot forget his
words in the Gospel accord ing to Saint 
Matthew: “When you are offer ing
your gift at the altar, if you remem ber
that your brother or sister has some -
thing against you, first go and be
recon ciled” (5:23-24). “First go” not
“Put it off till later.”

16. In Damas cus, in the Middle East
beset by trials, there lives the Greek
Ortho dox patri arch of Antioch,
Ignatius IV. He has writ ten these strik -
ing words: “The ecumen i cal move -
ment is going back wards. What
remains of the prophetic event of the
early days incar nated in figures like
Pope John XXIII and Patri arch
Athenagoras? Our divi sions make
Christ unrec og niz able; they are
contrary to his will to see us be one ‘so
that the world may believe.’ We have
an urgent need for prophetic initia -
tives in order to bring ecume nism out
of the twists and turns in which I fear
it is getting stuck. We have an urgent
need for proph ets and saints to help
our Churches to be converted by
mutual forgiveness.”

17. During his visit to Taizé on Octo -
ber 5th, 1986, Pope John Paul II
suggested a path to commu nion by
saying to our commu nity: “By desir ing 
to be your selves a ‘par a ble of commu -
nity’, you will help all whom you meet 
to be faith ful to their denom i na tional
ties, the fruit of their educa tion and
their choice in conscience, but also to
enter more and more deeply into the
mystery of commu nion that the
Church is in God’s plan.”
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